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L E T T E R  F R O M 

P R E S I D E N T
 

The month of May is traditionally one to be celebrate Spring as the sun is warming, 

the birds are chirping, the flowers are blooming. The time has come to put away our 
Winter gear and welcome the warmer months with open arms.
This year is not our typical year and certainly we all feel weary and anxious, still pos-

sibly apprehensive of the unknown.  The vaccine roll out is underway but there are 
still many steps to be taken before our world will be restored to some form of normal-

ity that we all desire so much. We read with sheer sorrow what is taking place in India 
and feel so sorry and yet so helpless, we can 

only pray and hope that things will improve.
Our Club is now nearing its year end and the 

Nomination committee has done an excellent 

job in finding candidates to serve on the next 
Board during the Club Year of 2021/2022. They 
have been discreetly and tirelessly working 

behind the scenes interviewing and select-

ing candidates.  They deserve a big round 
of applause and a special thank you from 

the bottom of our hearts goes to; Elizabeth, 

Jasenka, Nikki,  Nina and Vesna. We will hear 
more about the election results at our May 

General Meeting.
Our Charity Fundraiser to buy a family home 

for the victims of the Petrinja Earthquake will 

be drawing to a close on the 15th of May.  Despite the difficulties we have faced 
during the year we are very satisfied with the results of the funds raised so far and 
still hopeful to raise some more money before the completion and closure of the 

account.  Thanks to all of you who have helped in sharing and caring about IWCZ’s 
Charity plea of 2020/2021.
During the month of May, many parts of the world celebrate Mother’s Day, so I would 

like to wish a Happy Mother’s Day to our mother’s and to our members who are 

mothers, a mother holds a special place in each and every one of our hearts. 

“I am sure that if the mothers of various nations could meet, there would be no more 

wars.” E.M. Forster, Howards End (1910)

JOHANNA PETRESKI
IWCZ PRESIDENT 2020/2021
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GENERAL MEETING | 11TH MAY

G E N E R A L 
M E E T I N G 

MAY 11th 2021
11:00 -13:00
Restaurant Kaptol and terrace of the Hotel Westin
address: Krsnjavoga 1, Zagreb

PROGRAM:
Welcome and registration,
11:00 – 11:30
Guests:
Prof. Dr. Snjezana Vasiljevic, associate Professor of European Public Law, 
Fundamental Rights in the European Union, European Gender Equality 
and Non-Discrimination at the University of Zagreb.
Petar Fabris, Croatian engineer, inventor.
11:30 – 12:15
Board Announcements,
Election to the Board of 2021-2022 results
Regular Club Activities
12:15 – 13:00
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GENERAL MEETING | 11TH MAY
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Prof. DR. SNJEZANA
  VASILJEVIC, 

associate Professor of European 

Public Law, Fundamental Rights 

in the European Union, Euro-

pean Gender Equality and Non-

Discrimination at the University of 

Zagreb.
She specialized in European law 

and human rights at the London 

School of Economics and Politi-

cal Science, University of Liver-

pool, Johannes Kepler Univar-

sität Linz, Columbia University in 

New York and the University of California Los Angeles.
Professor was ad hoc judge of the European Court of Human Rights in 2019-2023. Currently 
she is an expert member of the Justice Committee of the Croatian Parliament and member of 

the board and researcher - COST “Women on the Move” (2020-2024). She wrote a paragraph 
on multiple discrimination in the Council of Europe Guidelines on Human Rights in Culturally 

Diverse Societies

Professor was also a leader - Jean Monnet Module “EU law and gender: effective equality”.

PETAR FABRIS, cofounder, CEO and designer at Sklopp, a 

Croatian startup at the beginning of an international growth

Sklopp is the first product of the new line of innovative lug-

gage, aimed at business travellers and others whose trips 

are dynamic and organization dependant. He studied archi-
tecture and civil engineering (separately), dropped out after 

4 years to start working for Croatian Railway Construction 

Company, opened his own studio, and closed it after 8 years. 
The first idea for Sklopp emerged in 2011, and received first 
round funding in 2019s. At the end of 2016 he started invest-
ing into cryptocurrencies. He has been an active athlete for 
20 years (waterpolo club Mladost and American football club 

Zagreb Patriots) and is interested in philosophy, politics and 

economics.



 GENERAL MEETING | 11TH OF MAY
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OTHER INFORMATION

BECAUSE OF COVID 19 WE PROPOSE A HALF OPEN LOCATION, LIMIT THE NUMBER OF 

PARTICIPANTS (A DECISION NOT EASILY TAKEN - BUT WE HAVE TO OBSERVE THE 

PANDEMIC RULES) AND PROVIDE ANTIBACTERIAL HAND GEL AND MASKS, WHICH 

WE WARMLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO WEAR DURING OUR MEETING.

THE PRICE IS 65 KUNA PER PERSON AND INCLUDES A GLASS OF WINE, COFFEE, TEA, 

SALTY SNACK.

PAYMENT

DUE TO THE COVID 19 EPIDEMIC, OUR GENERAL MEETING IS LIMITED TO 25 PERSONS AND OUR 
MEMBERS ARE KINDLY ASKED TO PREPAY FOR THE MEETING. WE APOLOGISE FOR ANY INCONVE-
NIENCE CAUSED, BUT WE ARE COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING THE RESTRICTIONS RELATED TO THE 

CURRENT EPIDEMIC.
IN ORDER TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE AT THE MAY GENERAL MEETING, PLEASE TRANSFER THE FEE OF 

65 KUNA TO IWCZ’S BANK ACCOUNT BY 9TH OF MAY, DETAILS AS FOLLOWS:
PBZ BANK, IBAN: HR7823400091110445513

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME & SURNAME AS REFERENCE IN THE PAYMENT SLIP. PAYMENT 
MUST BE MADE ONLY IN THE LOCAL CURRENCY (KUNA).

OUR MEMBERS CAN PAY IN CASH TO ATTEND GM DURING OFFICE HOURS ON MAY 10TH FROM 9:00 
AM TO 11:00 AM IN SHERATON HOTEL.

WE KINDLY INFORM YOU THAT WESTIN HOTEL MAY ASK YOU TO PROVIDE YOUR PERSONAL DATA 
BEFORE JOINING THE GENERAL MEETING IN CONNECTION WITH THE LEGAL PROCEDURE REGARDING 

COVID 19.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU.

WARM REGARDS

YOUR EXECUTIVE BOARD



CHARITY CORNER
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CHARITY CORNER
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Charity Lunch at Leonor Stjepić’s house in support of Solidarna. Help your Club raise 95,000 kuna to pur-

chase and equip one family house for the victims of the earthquake which took place in Sisak Moslavina 

area. Event: Pot lunch (each person will bring a dish). Date: 13th May. Time: 12:30. Place: Leonor’s 19th Cen-

tury house near Ivanic Grad. Price: 150 kuna Maximum participants: 20

Car Pooling: Anyone needing a lift please email treasurer@iwcz.hr

Raffle: There will be a charity raffle with some lovely prizes

International Food: A taste of food and flavour from all over the world

Members wishing to attend are kindly asked to register by email at: treasurer@iwcz.hr and info@iwcz.hr 

and  are asked to pay 150 Kuna into Club account  

HR3423400091511117221

MKŽ-EARTHQUAKE FUNDRAISER 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions and unpredictable weather this event is limited to twenty members, places 

will be allocated on a first pay first serve basis

Your Board

IWCZ 2021-2020

Gift box of TRS Ilok wine . A hand painted turquoise and purple silk scarf from a Croatian artist . A hamper of 

home produced, organic preserves from  Ivanic Grad . Ceramic plate by Alina Gishyan . Professional Make up  

session . A beautiful cashmere pashmina . A collection on fiction English books . True Grace Candle . Unique Raw 

Honeys from around the UK . Molton Brown Shower Gel . Aspinal of London card case . 2 bags of Harrods goodies



CHARITY  |   THE SPRING TOGETHER

COLLABORATIVE ART MAKING 
“THE SPRING TOGETHER”

Members of IWCZ and  visitors engaged in collaborative art-making during the Artistic Hands 
AH5 Exhibition which was held from 8th March to 24th March 2021 at the Hungarian Cultural 

Centre.  A workstation was set with a blank canvas and supplies and a few guidelines before 
we got started.  We added colors and layers every day to the canvas and were surprised with 
the different outcome each day.  In the end, as a result of layering, the contemporary paint-
ing “Spring Together” was created (150 x 115 cm) reflecting the soul and emotions of the 
people who engaged. One needs to take an intimate, personal moment of reflection through 
more than seven layers of colors and light on the painting.  Different brush strokes connect 
to each other, creating interdependence. The layering of brushstrokes embraces and nurtures 
as an act of ultimate connection and transformation. In the same manner, we should all sup-
port each other in the community, and for that reason, this painting is being auctioned and 
the proceeds will go towards the Solidarna foundation to support the purchase of a house for 
the victims of the earthquake in Croatia.
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ACTIVITIES | ART CORNER PREPARED BY VESNA MATIC 

We have the pleasure to invite you to the free of charge art workshop organised in a collabo-

ration with the City of Zagreb and the Arts Education Center on 19th May, from 11 to 13 hours, 

Rokov perivoj www.czlogz.hr. During the workshop you will paint traditional Croatian hearts 

LICITAR on the canvas tote with textile colors and acrylic that you may take home once it is 

finished. Originally Licitar is a red heart shaped cookie decorated with ethnic detailing and or-
naments, and it is the true symbol of the city of Zagreb, as well as the whole of Central Croatia. 

It is a simple symbol to draw, especially with guidance, and offers many possibilities to express 

oneself creatively through unique details and motifs. It can be interpreted in many different, 

fun and unique ways. The host will be artist Ana Barbić Katičić, who had 25 solo exhibitions 
and projects in Croatia and worldwide. Ana is famous for the design of the international Fifa 

The Best award. The art workshop will be organised for 10 people on the outdoor terrace – of 

course, if the weather permits. The workshop will be organized following all the necessary epi-

demic regulations, such as wearing masks, checking temperature and staying a safe distance 

away. To sign up for the workshop please contact info@iwcz.hr.

ART CORNER PREPARED BY VESNA MATIC
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ACTIVITIES  |   WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Weekly Conversations 
For more details, kindly contact the group leaders 

Croatian Conversation  -  Ina at istasevic@vub.hr, 
English Conversation - Nikki either by email nikkipavlina@me.com or by WhatsApp on 
                                          +385919111219. 
Spanish Conversation  -  For more details and if you wish to sign up, please contact Leonor at 
                                          Leonor.Stjepic@montessori.org.uk

Volunteers needed - French/Italian/German native speakers to hold conversation classes. 
Please contact info@iwcz.hr

BOOK CLUB
IWCZ BOOKCLUB WILL BE MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY @ 10:30. 

 WEATHER PERMITTING THE MEETING WILL BE AT CAFE LAV IN UPPER TOWN, 
OTHERWISE IT WILL BE HELD ON GOOGLE MEETS.  

THE BOOK CHOSEN FOR MAY IS THE GIRL WITH THE LOUDING VOICE, BY ABI DARE, A VERY INTEREST-
ING READ. MEMBERS WISHING TO JOIN ARE VERY WELCOME, AND THERE IS NO NEED TO HAVE READ THE 

BOOK, YOU CAN ALWAYS ALWAYS ENJOY OUR LIVELY DISCUSSION.  
PLEASE EMAIL INFO@IWCZ.HR SHOULD YOU WISH TO ATTEND.

PLAY / LEARN BRIDGE WITH JADRANKA PAVELIC�

Kindly contact Jadranka by email jvpavelic@gmail.com and she will advise you of the 
day and time. 
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ACTIVITIES  |   WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Dear Members,
We are delighted to invite the new members of our club (2020/2021) to 

our new members morning coffee.
This event has traditionally taken place each year to welcome newly 
joined members and has been designed specially for you to get to know 

about our club and of course make some new friendships.
This year due to Coronavirus and the restrictions imposed on us it has 
become possible to do this quite late in the year, but we are certainly 

looking forward to welcoming you all.

Monday 10.05.2021, 12:00

Cafe Johann Frank

Trg bana Josipa Jelačića 9

LEARN AND PLAY GOLF

Join the group and learn how to play golf.

Every Monday there is one hour lesson with PGA golf coach, Darko Ljubanovic, followed 

by coffee or lunch at  Riverside Golf Clubhouse. All equipment provided, just bring com-

fortable clothes and sports shoes. If you already play golf and would like to play instead 

of a lesson, join for a game at the same day and time. 

Please call Gordana Popovic Vincic at 0911233346

Lessons: Monday at 10 AM

Place: Riverside Golf club 

https://www.riversidegolf.hr/

Cost: 500 kn per hour 

divided by the number of ladies 

(if 5 ladies, 100 kn each)

5 ladies per group maximum.  

For ladies that already play golf: 

40 % off Green fee, possibility to rent clubs
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ACTIVITIES  |   WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

HOMEOPATHY: GASTROINTESTINAL HEALTH – MAY 12  2021 FROM 10-12 AM VIA GOOGLE MEETS

THIS CLASS WILL COVER THE BASICS OF USING HOMEOPATHY TO ADDRESS COMMON STOMACH AND BOWEL 
PROBLEMS AND HOW TO RECOGNIZE MORE SERIOUS CONDITIONS. INDIGESTION, HEARTBURN, GAS, NAU-
SEA, VOMITING, DIARRHEA, CONSTIPATION, HEMORRHOIDS, MORNING AND MOTION SICKNESS WILL BE DIS-
CUSSED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACUTE CARE. THE CONCEPT OF THE PSYCHOSOMATIC GASTROINTESTINAL 
AFFECTIONS RELATED TO ANTICIPATION AND STRESS WILL BE EXPLORED THROUGH THE HOLISTIC HEALING 
PARADIGM.

About the presenter:

Andreja Milovi�, CCH studied orthodox medicine at the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb, Croatia. 
She is a graduate of the 4-year program in Classical Homeopathy at The School of Homeopathy New 
York, NYC, in 2006. In 2009 she completed Advance Postgraduate Program in Classical Homeopathy at 
the Pacific Academy of Homeopathy, San Francisco, CA. She is nationally certified by the Council for 
Homeopathic Certification (USA) and is also a member of the National Center for Homeopathy. In her 14 
years of practice she attended many national and international seminars, conferences in homeopathy 
and other CAM modalities. Her special interest is integrative health and the homeopathic treatment of 
families and children. Andreja enjoys practicing homeopathy together with her husband, a fellow ho-
meopath, Robert Bannan, LCH, LCCH. 

The workshop is free. Please sign up with Andreja Milovic, CCH at andrejamilovic1@gmail.com and 
you will get an invitation from workshops@iwcz.hr to join us via Google Meets.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   LEONOR STJEPIC

    president
Leonor Stjepic is an award-winning social entre-

preneur, CEO and mentor. 
Leonor’s first part of her career was spent in the 
private sector in a number of senior managerial 

roles and running her own consultancy.  After a 

consultancy job in Spain ended, and moved by 
pictures of the war in former Yugoslavia, Leonor 

decided to volunteer to work with children who 

were victims of the war.    

Leonor was sent to Varazdin to spend time in a 

refugee camp that was part refugee camp and 

part hospital for the soldiers who were undergo-

ing hospital treatment but did not require a hos-

pital bed.  It was there that she met her husband, 

Zoran, who was a soldier being treated at the local 

hospital. Coming back to London, Leonor started working with UK NGO, Fields in Trust (then 
National Playing Fields Association) where she was responsible, amongst other responsibili-
ties, for organising 5 Royal events a year (HRH Prince Philip was the President and Her Majesty 
The Queen was the Patron of the charity).  
Her next NGO role was for human rights charity, Index on Censorship, before becoming the 
first Executive Director of the Galapagos Conservation Trust.  There she worked with the BBC 
on the first Galapagos series with David Attenborough and transformed the organisation into 
the voice of Galapagos in the UK (with several front page articles in the newspapers).    
Her next CEO role was as Chief Executive of medical research institute, RAFT. During her time 
at RAFT, Leonor created a life sciences company, Smart Matrix Ltd, and was its CEO for five 
years, whilst concurrently serving as CEO of RAFT. Under her leadership both organisations 
won a number of international awards.  

Leonor has sat on numerous boards, including the Jane Goodall Institute and Chair of London 
Fire Brigade Enterprises.

In June 2018, Leonor took up her fourth CEO role as Chief Executive of the Montessori Group.  
She has positioned the Montessori Group as the most important global Montessori education 
and raised awareness of Montessori with events such as a Gold Medal Children’s Garden at 
Chelsea Flower Show (in 2019) and several events at the House of Lords.
In October 2020, Leonor and her husband returned to Croatia to live in an old wooden house 
near Klostar Ivanic and Ivanic Grad. 
Leonor brings years of experience of organising successful fundraising events, transforming 

organisations and creating successful networks. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   JENNIFER BARSKY

    vice president
Jennifer Barsky is the founder and CEO of Itsarz and the 
non-profit Itsarz Women’s Collective, which are dedi-
cated to the emotional and physical health and well-

being of midlife women around the world. Jennifer is a 

certified holistic health coach and yoga and meditation 
instructor with more than two decades of experience 

working in over 20 countries on women and girls’ em-

powerment and expanding access to finance for micro, 
small and medium enterprises. She served as founding 
director of the Nike Foundation and as the World Bank 
Group’s lead foundation director and program manag-

er for several multi-million dollar partnerships between 

governments, non-governmental organizations and 

the private sector. She also served as the World Bank 
Group’s President of the Disability Association, repre-

senting more than 10,000 staff on issues of disability 

rights and inclusion. Prior to joining the World Bank, 
she was a journalist and advisor to the United Nations 
and a range of multinational companies on the role of 

private sector in international development. She holds 
a masters degree in international affairs from Columbia University where she later served as 

an adjunct professor, and a bachelors from McGill University in her home town of Montreal, 
Canada. She is married with three children and is fluent in French and Spanish.

  MICHELLE OSTROMAN    

   secretary
My name is Michelle Ostroman.  I moved to Zagreb six 
years ago from Sydney Australia.   I am a florist with a 
creative flair.  I had an award winning flower shop in 
Sydney.  Since I have been in Zagreb I have worked in 
the Destination Wedding Industry as well as  in Floristry/
Events.  My husband and I have built a villa on the Island 
of Brac in a beautiful fishing village called Sumartin, 
which we rent out in the sum3mer months, I am know 

working on different types of retreats to be held at the 

villa.  I love to be active and find that being creative ful-
fils my heart.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   NATASA GIAPI

    charity coordinator
My name is Natasa Giapi, I am a mother, a spouse, 
and a teacher, lived many years in Thessaloniki, 

Athens, Ljubljana, and I come from Greece. We 
moved together with my family in Zagreb almost 

3 years ago enjoying life in beautiful Croatia even 

under the circumstances of the past year, keep-

ing a positive spirit.

I became a member of our Club as soon as we 

settled here in Zagreb and since then I have been 

fortunate to meet a lot of interesting people and 

made friends in our community.

Charity is one of our Club’s most important values 

as well as mine for all my life. This is why when 

I was asked to accept the nomination of Charity 

Coordinator, I gladly accepted it as it would be an 

honor for me.

My wish is to continue developing the great charity work we have been doing for the past years 
and include as many members and interesting activities as possible. I hope all of you are up to 

the challenge and am counting on your support in this endeavor. Giving back to community is 
important, and during difficult times it becomes crucial for people in need. Our club and all of 
us together can contribute as much as possible.

EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

IVANA MARIC-KUMRIC  

treasurer
My name is Ivana Maric-Kumric. I was born 1974 in Nasice, 
Croatia. I am married and have daughter Klara.
After graduation at University of Economics in Zagreb, I start-

ed working at Nasicecement, Nasice, position in Sales depart-

ment. After few years, I moved back to Zagreb and started to 

work for Hrvatski Telekom, position in Finances; Controlling 
department. I stayed there for 15 years. During my time in HT I 
was responsible for budget planning, both revenue and costs 

side, reporting, feasibility studies and many other activities.

After 18 years of business career, I decided to make a turnover 
and focus more on my family, especially my daughter. She is 9 
years old and I think I can contribute more in other activities. 

I like sport; regularly I’m going to gym, recently started ten-

nis lessons, hiking in nature, skiing. Also, like reading books, 

traveling.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   MARIJE DIJKSTRA

    activities coordinator
My name is Marije Dijkstra, I moved to Croatia with my family 
in the summer of 2017.
I became a member of IWCZ in the beginning of 2018.
My husband works at the Netherlands Embassy as Counsel-
lor / Deputy Head of Mission. We have two daughters, Jasmijn 
(10) and Julia (5), they go to the American International School 
of Zagreb (AISZ).
Before Croatia we were placed in Iran and China, then back 

to the Netherlands and after that to Zagreb, Croatia. We love 
Croatia, the people and the beauty of the country.

My profession is Event Manager, I have worked for different or-
ganizations and on different projects, big and small, working 

with a team and managing an event from A-Z.  

In Croatia I have been active as a volunteer for the Parent Teach-

er Association (PTA) at the American International School of 
Zagreb (AISZ) from 2017, first as help to the Executive Team 
and from 2018 as PTA President. Leading the Executive Team 
in organizing events and activities, meeting with the Direc-

tor, Board and heads of faculty of the school and supporting 

student projects. My tasks as PTA President will end after this 
school year, it is time for someone else to take over and for me to do something else.

I am also a Board member of the Netherlands School in Zagreb (NTC Zagreb), a small school 
with a small Dutch community.

  IRINA KOMAROVA    

   activities coordinator
My name is Irina Komarova. I was born on 14.12.1958. in 

Belogorsk, Ukraine. I finished economics in Polytechnic 

universty of Lviv in 1981. I worked in Design institute in 

the city of Simferopol. I got married in 1983. I have two 

children. I moved to Croatia in 1993. Since then I have 

been living in Zagreb. I have worked in international 

association “Rodina”, I was responsible for organising 

events. I’ve been a member of International women’s 

club since 2008.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   ALLISON STEPINAC (CARRAGHER) 
    membership coordinator

Allison is an American who has lived in Zagreb for three 

years. She is a diplomat with the U.S. State Department 
and came to Croatia to serve as an economic advisor 

at the U.S. Embassy. She has worked for the U.S. gov-

ernment for a decade. She is now taking a sabbatical 
and is a visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, a think tank where she researches 
and writes on economic engagement in the Western 

Balkans. She is also a visiting researcher at the Econom-

ic Institute Zagreb. Allison has a master’s degree in In-

ternational Economics from Johns Hopkins University 
(SAIS) and a bachelor’s degree in international relations 
from the University of Vermont.

Allison has lived abroad in Brunei Darussalam, Rwanda, 

Italy, and Spain. She enjoys spending time outside, trav-

eling, drinking coffee with friends, reading, and staying 

active. She is a certified yoga instructor and completed 
mountaineering school with the Runolist hiking club in 

Zagreb. She and her Croatian husband, Marko, are ex-

pecting their first baby in July.
By serving on the IWCZ Executive Board, Allison hopes to get to know a diverse group of wom-

en, share her interests with other members, and give back to the community.

  IRINI VASI

   membership coordinator
I come from Tirana, Albania. After graduating from High 
School of Foreign Languages, in Tirana – (for English), I 
continued my higher studies at the University of War-

saw where I successfully graduated in Law and Admin-

istration, with a Master of Science in International Public 
Law. Work experiences: After my studies I have worked 

in the state and largest Insurance company in Albania, I 

have worked as an intern and then as a specialist in the 

State Administration, but the work I would single out 
was working with a European Union Project, where I en-

riched my knowledge and learned from many different 

areas because the project was very complex and com-

prehensive. Studying abroad and away from my family 
has made me more independent and has given me the 

EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022
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 ALLISON STEPINAC (CARRAGHER) 
    membership coordinator

EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   GORDANA POPOVIC VINCIC

    social media coordinator
Gordana is born in Croatia, where she currently lives. 
She was living abroad for many years, mostly in USA, 
Italy and Middle East (Qatar). She is fluent in English 
and Italian.

Gordana holds a Masters in Marketing Management 
and Executive Education Certificate from IE Business 
School in Madrid.
Gordana first joined IWC Zagreb in 2006 and served as a 
Board member that year. It was a great experience and 

great year. She met many interesting people and made 
some lifelong friendships. Later on she was a member 

at IWA in Chicago and enjoyed that as well.

Gordana is married and has one child, Marko who is 24 
years old now.

Gordana loves reading books, and listening audio books 
while she walks and hikes. She is a passionate golfer 
and she plays and travel a lot with golf.

Gordana has a lot of experience working in marketing 
and with social media and looking forward to apply her 

knowledge and enthusiasm in such a great organiza-

tion as IWC. She is very happy and excited about being a board member again, meeting new 
ladies, helping foreigners to settle in Croatia and enjoying many activities with IWC.

opportunity to interact with students from many countries around the world.

It has also been natural for me since I returned in Albania to continue working in a multicul-

tural environment. 

Since adolescence I have been active and participated in many activities and volunteer work, 
at school and working with children. I volunteered at the Red Cross, and later with the Helsinki 
Committee on a Court Justice project. For many years I have worked as an official translator at 
the Ministry of Justice of Albania for the Polish- Albanian language.
I have been in Zagreb for almost two years now, where I felt welcomed from the first moment. 
But what makes this experience even more beautiful for me, is to be part of the IWCZ.

I feel lucky to be part of the club, where I have met many kind ladies from whom I have learned 

and share beautiful memories.

Therefore, I would also like to contribute to the club, as coordinator for membership, by volun-

teering and helping new members feel welcome as well as continuing the Club tradition.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES 
2021/2022

   CONSUELO PALMA
    newsletter editor

Chilean artist who resides in Croatia with her family 

since the end of 2007. The first years they lived in Du-

brovnik and then moved to Zagreb where she began to 

participate in the IWC in 2016.

Her profession is a Graphic Designer but after having 
worked in advertising and design agencies for several 

years she decided to turn her career around by focus-

ing on the art world itself, which was really her passion.

She took various courses including: goldsmithing, 
painting and graphic arts in Chile, sculpture in the USA 
and ceramics in Croatia. This artistic journey gave her 

immense nutritional experiences, which led to the re-

sult that we can now appreciate in her work.

She has exhibited in various group and individual ex-

hibitions, of which I would highlight those held in the 

AMZ gallery, the Zagreb archaeological museum and 
the Mimara Museum. She has also been part of the or-
ganizing team of AH (Artistic Hands) since its inception, 
exhibitions that have been held for 6 years, becoming 
a prominent event of the International Women ‘s Club.

A special thank you to the nominating 

committee, who worked very hard in an 

exemplary fashion and true team spirit to put 

together a new Board for IWCZ 2021/2022.  

Elizabeth, Jasenka, Nikki, Nina and Vesna
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   CONSUELO PALMA
    newsletter editor

FINANCIAL REPORT

IWCZ CHARITY SUMMARY

04.05.2021

P.I.N.K. life....................................................................1.300,00
The University Hospital for Infectious Diseases.......26.818,00
Cakovec Educational Center.........................................2.900,00 
Earthquake Fundraiser.............................................. 50.979,95

TOTAL CHARITY 81.997,95 kn
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INTERVIEW | H. E. MRS. NOUR EL HOUDA MARRAKCHI

With Ina for coffee:The flip side of diplomacy
In continuation with the series of interviews for the Voice of Slavonia Magazine with women from the 

diplomatic community, I spoke with H. E. Mrs. Nour El Houda Marrakchi, Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Morocco to Croatia.

1. Your Excellency, how long have you been in diplomacy?
I started my career as a trade analyst at the Ministry of Foreign Trade in Morocco, then at the World Trade 

Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.
My experience in the economic and trade field was an important trump card that motivated my employ-

ment in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Morocco. I made progress in that Ministry over 20 
years, especially in economic diplomacy, and before my appointment as Ambassador of His Majesty the 

King to the Republic of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
As for the work of the Ambassador, I approach it with great seriousness and satisfaction, for the consoli-

dation of bilateral relations between the Kingdom of Morocco and the Republic of Croatia on a political, 

economic, cultural and social level.

2. Do you like to travel and which country impressed you the most?
I have traveled a lot and met other cultures and civilizations in different countries. For the last four years, 
I have focused on the Balkan, which I appreciate for the beauty and diversity of its nature, as well as the 

kindness of its citizens. In Croatia, I love nature, the beauty and authenticity of the landscape, the beauty 
of the lake, the coast with magnificent islands. The cultural and artistic good of this country and its citizens
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is also impressive. In the past four years, I have visited several areas of Croatia, both on the continent and 
on the coast. On the way along the Adriatic coast, I discovered the island of Krk in the Littoral, as well as 
several neighboring islands whose simplicity and peace allow you to calm your senses before returning 

to the activity of the capital. The advantage is that the sea of the northern coast is very close to Zagreb, 
which allows moments of escape and relaxation even during the year.
I have also stayed in Split, Dubrovnik, as well as in several cities and villages on the Adriatic coast and I 

fully appreciate their cultural and historical richness.

3. Do you like life in a city like Zagreb?
I especially like the rich cultural life in Zagreb, which I by myself tried to strengthen by regularly presenting 

Moroccan culture and customs. It is a pity that due to the current pandemic, activities have slowed down.
What won me over at first glance was the greenery and ubiquitous nature, even in the city. I like to walk in 
green areas, of which there are many in Zagreb. This mild autumn offers very pleasant walking opportuni-
ties, but this is true for all seasons.
In Zagreb, I love the old Upper Town, whose small streets are a museum rich in history, the elegance of 

its buildings, the abundance and beauty of its green areas, as well as the richness of its historical heritage 

marked by the prints of time.

4. How do you assess the relationship between Croatia and Morocco?
Relations between Croatia and Morocco are historical and date back to the time when the aristocratic 

Croatian Republic of Ragusa, today Dubrovnik, established its consulate in Tangier.
The Kingdom of Morocco and the Republic of Croatia established diplomatic relations on June 26, 1992 
and have maintained rich and diverse political, economic and cultural relations ever since.
Both countries are experiencing positive dynamics these days, which has resulted in the development of 

bilateral cooperation at several levels, signing bilateral agreements in areas of common interest, visits by 

government, parliamentary and cultural officials and establishing business relations between business-

men from both countries.
Trade relations are modest for now, but economic cooperation is in positive dynamics, especially since the 

accession of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union in 2013, given the privileged relations of the 

Kingdom of Morocco with the EU.
The excellent relations between the two friendly countries are also reflected in the growing number of tour-
ists from the two countries.

5. What makes Morocco attractive to many tourists from Europe?
The millennial cultural heritage marked by a mix of Berber, Carthaginian, Roman, Arab-Muslim and Anda-

lusian civilizations.
In Morocco, tourists can satisfy all their senses by profiting from the sun, enjoying the rich gastronomic 
offer, the second best gastronomy in the world in 2014, with the rhythms of diverse Moroccan music from 

south to north (hassani in the Moroccan Sahara, ahwach in the Souss region, ahidouss in the Middle Atlas, 

reggae in the Reef, melhoun and Andalusian music in the imperial cities).

6. As for the place to visit, what are the options?
Regarding the history of the ancestors of Morocco - visits to the imperial cities, which were the capitals of 

the dynasties that ruled Morocco since 789 (Idrissid, Almoravid, Almohad, Merinid, Wattassid, Saad and 
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Alaouit), such as Marrakech, Fes, Meknes and Rabat.
There is also coastal tourism from south to north thanks to the wide Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts 

in various cities of the Kingdom such as Dakhla, Agadir, Saidia, Tangier, Tetouan and Al Hoceima, where 

there are beaches as far as the eye can see, with fine golden sand.
Also, there is the possibility of rural tourism in the regions of the High and Middle Atlas, hiking and enjoying 

the amazing nature and mountains.

7. Eating fine in Morocco. I was fascinated with cous-cous prepared in different ways. Do you like Croatian 
national cuisine and what is your favorite dish?
Croatian cuisine is very diverse and I admit that I especially appreciate fish dishes from the Adriatic Sea, 
but I also love cakes and honey.
It is extremely important to be able to find high quality fresh vegetables and fruits from small local family 
farms as well as excellent olive oils.
This taste is truly traditionally common to us in the Mediterranean and brings us together.

8. Morocco is said to have the best oranges in the world. What’s the secret?
It is true that Moroccan oranges, of which there are many varieties, are very good. In a number of other 
agricultural productions, including fruits and vegetables, Moroccan oranges are in high demand in Europe.
The European Union is the main importer of fruits and vegetables from the Kingdom of Morocco, which is 

in the top 15 world producers of oranges, with almost a million tons in 2018.
The secret is, no doubt, a lot of sunshine and the knowledge and skill of the ancestors who contributed to 

the reputation of their quality.

9. What are your leisure interests?
When I have free time, I really like to walk the streets of the capital, markets and traditional shops and 

discover authentic products.
I also don’t miss the opportunity to go to cultural events, especially musical ones, knowing that musical 

expression has no language barrier.
The variety of colors, smells, tastes and sounds allows us to approach the richness and diversity of Mo-

roccan culture and crafts.

10. Morocco is the largest producer of argan oil in the world. Do you personally use cosmetic products with 
argan oil?
Separated from the argan tree, a tree found mainly in the Agadir region of Morocco, argan oil has been a 

symbol and tradition in Morocco for hundreds of years.
The grain of argan, harvested and turned into oil, is a real elixir, recognized for its culinary and cosmetic 

virtues. The cultivation and harvesting of argan and the production of oil are perfectly mastered in Morocco.
The use of argan oil has been part of the beauty ritual of Moroccan women since ancient times and is val-

ued all over the world today. Therefore, I am not exempt from the tradition of cosmetics based on argan oil.
At the end of the conversation, I would like to thank Her Excellency, Mrs. Nour El Houda Marrakchi, for 
taking the time to talk to me and for a refreshing mint tea and delicious traditional Moroccan desserts that 

invigorate both body and soul.
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TEXT ONLY 

0-50 WORDS | 50 KN
51-100 WORDS | 100 KN

101-150 WORDS | 150 KN
151-200 WORDS | 200 KN

GRAPHIC BUSINESS AD

1/3 PAGE | (300-30%) 210 KN
1/2 PAGE | (400-30%) 280 KN

1 PAGE | (600-30%) 420 KN
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NEW ADVERTISING POLICY
This year we have reduced the fee for graphic adverts by -30% and we have taken the decision to stop printing the Newsletter.  
IWCZ will be donating the funds saved from the printing of the Newsletter to our Charity corner, in solidarity with the present 
pandemic situation. The newsletter will be available on our webpage and will be sent to all members in pdf format and as an 
online flipping book, which is a new feature being offered this year. 

The Club is supported financially by the publication of adverts and the IWCZ does not endorse the products or services which 
are advertised.

Anybody wishing to advertise on IWCZ’s monthly Newsletter is kindly asked to submit the artwork, accompanied with the OIB 
number and invoice details. All text included in the advert is considered and charged for as per IWCZ’s advertising policy.  In 
some instances adverts will be reformatted according to IWCZ Newsletter design needs. 

Payments can be submitted via bank transfer.

MEDJUNARODNI KLUB ZENA

Kneza Borne 2 - Zagreb

IBAN number: HR7823400091110445513

PBZ account number: 2340009-1110445513

Kindly note that submissions are to be sent by the 1st of each month and payment is required before the issuing of the advert 



The Montessori Group is joining forces with the UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development (MGIEP) to 
support the #KindnessMatters global campaign to collect 1 million stories 
of kindness in support of the creation of a new UNESCO International Day 

of Kindness at the UNESCO General Conference in November 2021.

The absolute best stories and most inspirational stories will be featured on 
the UNESCO Kindness Stories and Kindness Globe. 

The Montessori Group is particularly keen to hear of acts of kindness by 
young people. The person/school/organisation story considered the kind-
est in the world will be invited to join the CEO of Montessori Group, Leonor 
Stjepic, to present on the Montessori Kindness Campaign at the 2021 Third 
World Youth Conference on Kindness 1 and 2 October 2021. Due to COVID 

restrictions, the Conference will be virtual.

ADVERTISEMENT

#KindnessMatters
A partnership with UNESCO Mahatma 
Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace 
and Sustainable Development (MGIEP)

 

https://montessori-group.com/kindness-matters/
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ADVERTISEMENT

A p r i v e  i s  E f f e c t i v e ,  C l e a n ,  C o s m e c e u t i c a l s

EFFECTIVE

Aprive uses the highest, adequate percentages of clinically proven effective active ingredients, small and large molecu-

lar sizes, formulated at an adequate pH level, that the skin can recognize, absorb and produce a visible, long-term result.

CLEAN

Our products do NOT contain SILICONES, PARABENS, SYNTHETIC, FRAGRANCES, COLOURANTS, MINERAL OIL, ALCO-

HOL, SULFATE, PHTALATES, FORMALDEHYDE, GMO, MEA, TEA, DEA

COSMECEUTICALS

The intention was to create a skincare product that has more powerful properties than cosmetics, but that does not 

belong in a pharmaceutical product. Cosmeceutics act on structural changes in the skin and is ideal for helping with 

skin irregularities such as aging, acne and hyperpigmentation.

COMPLEX AND EFFECTIVE FORMULATIONS CREATED BY HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROCESS BRING MAXIMUM RESULT 

WITH MINIMUM LAYERING.

BENEFITS OF USING APRIVE PRODUCTS

The most beneficial of Aprive products will be critical, problematic skin, with 
visible signs of aging (wrinkles and dehydration lines), pigmented skin, de-

hydrated skin, uneven skin tone and texture, impure skin (acne, comedones, 

blackheads) and tired, dull skin.

However, skin does not have to be problematic to use Aprive cosmetics, but 

if you want to keep your youthful, glowing skin as long as possible, it is reason 

enough to use it. Of the active ingredients, clinically proven effective, Aprive 

uses: peptides, hyaluronic acid, ceramide, glycolic, mandelic, lactic,

salicylic acid, niacinamide, vitamins C, E, allantoin, bisabolol, aloe vera, lico-

rice, green tea, numerous other active substances from plant extracts.

Aprive is clean, products do not contain ingredients that can potentially dam-

age skin health.

I decided to follow the feeling and launch my own cosmeceutical skincare 

brand that will combine the best active ingredients from the synergy of sci-

ence and nature and provide fast and visible results while being formulated 

without potentially harmful ingredients. And so together with a team of top 

experts, Aprive was born. 

Anita Mikulandra Švajger

Web shop: www.aprive-cosmetics.com

Facebook: aprivecosmetics

Instagram: aprivecosmetics
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LUXURY VILLA IN THE CENTER OF THE ISLAND MURTER

Murter is a very attractive tourist destination. It is located in central Dalmatia and al-

though it`s an island, it is very easily approachable. All that has to be done is to drive 

across a short bridge. In Murter you won`t feel crowded which is usually typical during 

tourist season. Villa Renata offers to it`s  guests 3 apartments with a beautiful garden 

and a swimming pool which will make your vacation unforgettable.  

Book great deals at Villa Renata. June, July 2021 is available!!

Težačka 1a
22243 Murter, Croatia

+ 385 91 4104144

www.f irstclassmurter.com
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