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 cally to provide 
support and assistance to women who come to live in 
Croatia. Our membership represents an important part 
of the foreign community in Zagreb and includes women 
of many nationalities who are in Croatia for professional 

 -
nite period. IWCZ membership also allows for 25 per cent 
of Croatian membership. The Association is very active 
and has open door policy at our monthly general meet-
ings for new prospective members to come and meet for 

 rst time.
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Nagla Novak

Public Relations Coordinator
rh.zcwi@pr Maja Čakarun
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LETTER FROM THE BOARD
Akuoma Helen Boromisa

Dear Ladies,

I am honored to be the person 
welcoming you to our �rst general 
meeting for the club year 
2017-2018. I hope you had a refres-
hing and memorable holidays.  This 
special editorial is a timely oppor-
tunity to communicate my motiva-
tion as the new president of this 
prestigious Club, and to o�er an 
insight into the vision that will drive 
the activities of the club this year.

My passion for humanity and chari-
table acts were inspired by my 
parent's relentless e�orts to impro-
ve the life of people in their com-
munity. Visiting the community 
where I grew up in Nigeria is always 
full of emotional moment with 
people recalling their stories of how 
my parents helped change for 
better their life or that of their 
children. These memorials of small 
increments of love and sel�ess acts 
have instill in me an indelible desire 
to use my life assets to serve huma-
nity in any way
possible.

I am a specialized generalist with a 
Masters Degree in Business Admi-
nistration from the University of 
Wales, United Kingdom, a Bache-
lors' Degree in Biochemistry, a  
Diploma in Computer Science, and 
a Diploma in EU Public 

Procurement. In addition, I am certi-
�ed by Arriba for Contract Manage-
ment, by Google Digital Garage for 
Online Marketing, and by WixEd for 
Website Design & Development.  

As a young adult I made a contributi-
on to medical science through a rese-
arch project that was accepted and 
published in Science Direct and 
Nutrition Research by Elsevier (Ori-
ginal research work concluded 1992, 
accepted 2 September 1998, and avai-
lable online 30 June 1999).  Ten years 
ago, I established a dedicated resour-
ce that supports women and children 
in Nigeria and Kenya. Since I joined 
IWCZ in 2014/2015, I have voluntee-
red my resources in support of the 
club; volunteered at Christmas 
bazaars, wrote recipes for the Club 
Calendar and the Cookery book, one 
of the presenters at the Tea & Talk 
(Wedding Traditions) event held at 
the Museum of Arts & Cra� in 2015.

Having lived over two decades in 
multicultural environment of inter-
national community  (working as an 
expatriate and 3years as accompa-
nying spouse), I understand quite 
well  the indispensible role an inter-
national association such as IWCZ 
plays in providing expat families a 
gratifying life abroad.  So while I 
commend the outgoing board and 
recognize their achievements, I want 
to assure you that I shall not be com-
placent.  With the support of the 
eight lovely, talented and committed 
Ladies on the Board,  IWCZ will cont-
inue to progress under our leadership 
as a distinguished hub for promoting 
camaraderie among international 
women and social integration with 
the host communities within Zagreb 
and the environs.

In recognition of the fact that every 
achievement recorded by the club 
over the past years could not have 
happened without your dedicated 
membership, we have prepared a 
short questionnaire to give members 
the opportunity to help shape the 
social and charitable events for this 
club year.  You will receive the questi-
onnaire at the next general meeting; 
do not hesitate to write down your 
opinions including new ideas on how

to improve your IWCZ experience. 

Continue to be good ambassadors of 
the Club, invite every international 
woman you come across in your 
local communities to join the club 
because as the saying goes "the more 
the merrier".

On this edition of the newsletter you 
will �nd a short history of the Club as 
presented by a founding member 
Olivera Noehren.  She received an 
award as a founding member on the 
10th anniversary of the Club and has 
graciously shared some of her 
photos from the early events of the 
club. 

Our theme for the next general mee-
ting is all about music, you will get to 
read about what inspired this theme 
and the choice of the special guests 
who will delight us with their perfor-
mance.
 
My hope is that you will enjoy 
reading this edition of our newsletter 
and be inspired to actively participa-
te in our social and charitable activi-
ties.  

On this note, and as September is 
leukemia cancer awareness month, 
may I dedicate this special newsletter 
edition to the devoted researchers 
working tirelessly to advance medi-
cal science particularly in the area of 
improving cancer patient's progno-
sis. 

God bless you!
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Olivera Nohren

Founding Member IWCZ

Dear ladies, 

as we are entering the 25th anniversary of our club I would like to 
tell you just a few words about history of the club.
The idea to establish this Association was born in year 1993.
Three mothers from American school Zagreb and one from Ame-
rican play school: 
• Jean Neitzke, spouse of Consul general of USA in Zagreb
• Mary Boissel, spouse of head of Intercontinental Hotel
• Vera Dumancic, Head of American play school
• Olivera Nohren, spouse of Head of Bayer Corporation, 
Zagreb, talked one day about the situation in Croatia and about 
possibility how we could help people (mostly refugees) in Croatia. 
The decision was made and we et up non-pro�t making Associati-
on. We set oneself the di�cult task to help people in this horrible 
time. Our �rst president was Mrs. Mary Boissel (her family came to 
Zagreb in January 1993).

To get more members we decided to ask, not only ladies of foreign 
community in Zagreb, but also Croatian ladies, to join the club.

During this year the number of members started to grow (to rise). It was very hard (di�cult) to put ever-
ything together and to start to work. With a lot of enthusiasm our plan to continue running the club was 
very successful.
Our �rst Bazaar in 1994 was very fruitful and with earned money we provided a lot of supplies to refugees.
During this �rst year we could not organize so many activities for our members as nowadays. Actually at 
that time nobody was thinking about having fun but it was a real pleasure for all of us to work for well-being 
of Croatians.

As many of our members know, situation started slowly to change. The atmosphere in Croatia became 
more friendly and warm.
We started to organize nice events, di�erent activities that our members could �nd something interesting, 
what they liked to do on their free time.
Today we are working not only as charity Association but also for our members that they can spend pleasant 
time while living in Zagreb. Also we are putting great e�ort into our work to have big reputation in Croatia.

I wish the club to continue to progress in the future and the members to be proud of this association.

Olivera Nohren
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MUSIC FOR THE SOUL
Music li�s the soul to new heights. It alters our mood and our outlook. Music is part of the invisible realm 
and is of a higher frequency than that of the physical plane. It li�s our emotions and thoughts to joyful levels, 
has therapeutic value and wraps us in a protective shield to guard us from negative energies.

We are honored to have perform for us the very talented duo, Marjan Krajna (accordion) & Antun Stašić 
(violin).  Both are highly talented and very passionate about their music which can be experienced during 
their performance.

Born in Zagreb, where in early 2001 he started his violin studies in the status 
as a particularly gi�ed candidate of the music academy  in the class of prof. 
Tonka Ninić. During his studies he won several �rst prizes at prestigious natio-
nal music school competitions. He performed solo concerts in KD "V. Lisinski" 
and in HGZ. He was a member of the Young Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra 
with whom he performed throughout Europe. Today he performs at various 
festivals s as a soloist and singer. He collaborates with the Croatian Symphony 
Orchestra, Croatian Chamber Orchestra, HRT Revision and Tamburitza 
Orchestra. He is a professor of violins at the Zlatko Baloković Music School in 
Zagreb.

Antun Stašić

Marjan Krajna, prof.
Born in Zagreb, graduated in 1990 at the State Russian Musical Academy in 
Moskva - Accordion Department, in the class of prof. Viacheslava Semjonova 
and conducting in class prof. Vladimira Kožuharja.
He is the winner of many national and international awards including the 
prestigious Australian International Accordion Championship. He has been 
developing and cooperating with the world's best pedagogues and soloists and 
has performed as soloist throughout Europe and worldwide. He writes arran-
gements for chamber ensembles and orchestras and is also a member of 
numerous juries for solos, chamber ensembles and orchestras in county, state 
and international competitions. He is a professor of accordions at the Zlatko 
Baloković Music School in Zagreb.
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NEW BOARD NOMINEES 2017/2018

VICE-PRESIDENT
MIRJANA SAJKO

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
INES ŽIVKOVIĆ

I joined IWCZ in 2013.  In 2008 I bought a 100 year old farm house in Croatia 
in the beautiful countryside amid the rolling hills and vineyards and spent the 
next 4 summers renovating it. In June of 2012, I went to the annual wine festi-
val and spent the night dancing with a contractor that worked on my house. I 
was hooked and moved to Croatia a�er living in Canada 42 years! My career 
has consisted of bank manager, owner of a construction company, owner of a 
marketing �rm. Today, I am a trainer of In�nite Possibilites, teaching about 
lifes’ magic in a one day, life changing seminar.

Born in Bosnia and Herzegovina, married, 
mother of two boys (3 and 5 years old). 
Lived in Germany/Berlin for couple years, then 
moved back to Zagreb where I graduate in econo-
mics (specializing in Marketing) at the University 
of Zagreb - Faculty of Economics. A�er several 
work experience I didn't get the opportunity to 
work in marketing, so I invest in my further 
education, learned more about online marketing 
(Google AdWords, SEO, a�liate marketing, web 
design) and started with my own project called 
Artistech (artistech.com.hr). I love spending time 
with my family, that is so precious to me, on the 
other hand I enjoy doing my job which gives me 
an opportunity to work from any place where I 
am. Beside my job I am very interesting in interior 
design, especially- Scandinavian interior design. 

NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR
PATRICIA HORNIG

Born in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
MA in languages. Mother of 2 daughters aged 18 
and 23. Lived in France, Germany, Austria and 
since 2014 accompanies her husband in Croatia. 
Worked in TV and media industry. Fond of travel-
ling, family and nature. For last 5 years an active 
Pilates mat trainer.
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MEMBERSHIP
Margarita Cordova Velissaroulis

ACTIVITIES
Laura Herceg

A Peruvian painter, married to a 
Greek diplomat, mom of two 
lovely kids and a happy member 
of the IWCZ!

I was born in Zagreb, Croatia in 1986. Joined IWCZ in 
2016. Languages: English, Italian.

Went to Faculty of Economics and 8 years ago joined 
family business. A�er that I attended Business School 
Filaks for brand manager and Caligaris school for interior 
design.  Curently I'm running family company that is 
specialized in interior design and selling italian design 
furniture of worldwide brands ( www.modoars.hr) .
I love spending time with my family and friends and not 
to forget my two dogs. Besides that I love theatre, movies, 
hiking, travelling and exploring my own city and its 
culture even though I lived here whole my life. 

I'm very glad to be a part of IWCZ and looking forward to 
working with all of the phenomenal ladies and helping 
charitable causes in year that is in front of us.

IWCZ BOARD 2017 - 2018
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ACTIVITIES

MOSLAVAČKA PRIČA

WHEN:   21th of September, 11:00 AM planned to be full day trip
WHERE:   Gaj 3, Mala Ludina
COST:   ca 200 KN
CONTACT:   activities@iwcz.hr

BASTA RESTAURANT

WHEN:   26rd of September, 06:30-8:30 PM
WHERE:   Varšavska 5, Zagreb
COST:    150 KN
CONTACT:   activities@iwcz.hr

The concept is, a�er arrival we will be taken on a short tour around the land where we ll see the beautiful 
vacation houses furnished with antique furniture up to 100 years old, a charming lake in the middle and 
woods with 150 dears and animals.
A�er that we will be served with somestic kitcen lunch while listening to live violin music. 
Before leaving at 5PM everyone can spend their time on the property as they like best.

We arranged for IWCZ ladies a unique chance to go into the kitchen where the Basta Gourmet pizzaiolo 
Elmir Šibonjić will teach us how to make a famous Napoli pizza. There we will be served with a welcome 
drink prosecco,a rich �nger food bu�et, open small bar and of course delicious italian pizza!
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German Conversa  on Group

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Baby and Toddler Group
Start after the 1st GM

Victoria & Raquel
raquelp.ortega@gmail.com

The Walking Group

Lagvić restaurant - Šestine

Mon and Fri 9:00

Turid: turid_sh@hotmail.com
Morning Book Club

(Babonićeva)

Galeria Lav Cafe

20th of September

10:30am

Turid&Emanuela

Mahjong
Beer Bar (Kaptol Centre)
Thursdays 12:30 - 14:30
Marie Ferreole Menu

marieferreolemenu@gmail.com
099 34 11 551

The IWCZ has a variety of social activity groups and meetings that are both fun and interesting. Trips, 
tours, and museum visits are also quite popular among our members but while those are organized 
on a monthly basis, the social activity groups are usually a weekly occasion.

Members are encouraged to contact the names listed below should they have any questions relating 
to weekly activities.

HIKING GROUP

parking lot on Sljemenska cesta
(near old cable car/gondola station)Senka Van Der Touw 098 900 38 69

English Conversation Group

Johanna Parnis England

jparnisengland@gmail.com

Italian Conversation Group
Torte i To (Kaptol Centre)

Friday 13:00 - 14:00
Giada - giada.osella@gmail.com

Maria - mgiovanna.ambrosio@gmail.com

Contact Person Heike
heigiesen@gmail.com

KIDS CLUB
Contact Person Iva Koleva
iva.koleva1@gmail.com

turid_sh@hotmail.com

Evening Book Club
Torte i To

3rd October, 7pm

Rujana Bakić

rujanacb@gmail.com

Teslina 7, Zagreb

Trg J. Strossmayera 10
Palace Hotel Cafe (11:00 - 12:00)

Beginners French Conversation

Contact Person Aude Pontacq
aude.pontacq@mac.com

Torte i To (Kaptol Centar)
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IWCZ MAY CALENDAR

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
1

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

32

4

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

IWCZ OFFICE HOURS
10:00 - 12:00

5

IWCZ
GENERAL
MEETING

10:00 - 12:00
NEW BOARD NOMINEES
2017/2018 IWCZ EXECUTIVE 

BOARD

6
BABY AND TODDLER 

GROUP
10:00 - 12:00

MORNING BOOK CLUB
10:30

GERMAN GROUP
11:00 - 12:00

7

HIKING GROUP
9:00

MAHJONG
12:30 - 14:30

8

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

019

11

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

IWCZ OFFICE HOURS
10:00 - 12:00

12 13 14

HIKING GROUP
9:00

MAHJONG
12:30 - 14:30

15

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

7161

18

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

IWCZ OFFICE HOURS
10:00 - 12:00

19

CHARITY
COFFEE MORNING

CANADIAN
RESIDENCE

10:30am

20 21
HIKING GROUP

9:00

MAHJONG
12:30 - 14:30

22

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

4232

25

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

IWCZ OFFICE HOURS
10:00 - 12:00

26

BASTA
RESTAURANT
18:30 - 20:00

27 28 29 30

Beginners French 
Conversation

10:00 - 11:00

French Conversation
(Regular)

10:30 - 11:30

VISIT TO
MOSLAVINA -
MALA LUDINA

11am

Beginners French 
Conversation

10:00 - 11:00

Beginners French 
Conversation

10:00 - 11:00

FASHION SEASON
with

JADRANKA
OLIVARI JIRASEK 

10:00am

BABY AND TODDLER 
GROUP

10:00 - 12:00

MORNING BOOK CLUB
10:30

GERMAN GROUP
11:00 - 12:00

French Conversation
(Regular)

10:30 - 11:30

BABY AND TODDLER 
GROUP

10:00 - 12:00

MORNING BOOK CLUB
10:30

GERMAN GROUP
11:00 - 12:00

French Conversation
(Regular)

10:30 - 11:30

BABY AND TODDLER 
GROUP

10:00 - 12:00

MORNING BOOK CLUB
10:30

GERMAN GROUP
11:00 - 12:00

French Conversation
(Regular)

10:30 - 11:30

HIKING GROUP
9:00

MAHJONG
12:30 - 14:30

THE WALKING GROUP
9:00

NOTE: Calendar up to date as of September 6th. In the event of alterations, members will be notified via the weekly email bulletin. Should you 
have any questions, please contact activities@iwcz.hr. If you do not receive the weekly email bulletin, please send us an email to info@iwcz.hr.
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FUNDRAISING  EVENT

CHARITY CORNER
Jasenka Cisar

Our member, the Canadian Ambassador's wife Minerva Iraheta is generously inviting 
us to her home for a nice brunch.

This is Fundraising event for the daughter of a dear long term active and generous 
former member who had a terrible accident and is now in a wheelchair.

WHEN:   19th of September, 10:30 am
WHERE:   Canadian Residence, Šestinska cesta 27
COST:   100 kuna (30 people max)
CONTACT: charity@iwcz.hr

JADRANKA OLIVARI JIRASEK

Let's open the new FASHION  SEASON  with our guest Mrs. Jadranka Olivari Jirasek. 
She is a lawyer with her own lawyer's o�ce, but as fashion is her passion she became 
the �rst Croatian fashion blogger for women over 40.  Since 2013 she has been writing 
a blog about fashion trends, ideas and inspirations while also advising her fellow fashi-
on-followers (17k) about how to create the best style possible for their age.
  
Let's follow her through labyrinth of Zagreb's boutiques, shops and her secret places.

WHEN:   28th of September, 10:00 am
WHERE:   Cvjetni trg
COST:   50 kuna
CONTACT: charity@iwcz.hr
BENEFICIARY: HK Siscia



Beauty salon Bellona Salon & Medispa, Zagreb - 20% discount. Book on 01 65 35 829 (Monday to Saturday), or by 
mail: info@bellona.com.hr. - www.bellona.com.hr 

OPTIKA ANDA CITY CENTER ONE WEST JANKOMIR 33 - 20% discount on all our goods, please contact the 
  voucher - www.optika-anda.com  

Hairdresser Alter Studio - Ribnjak 18, - 20% discount hair cut / 10% hair color- www.studioalter.com  

 orentin-s tudio.com/ 

Mibo Lens - Kvatrić, Bartola Kašića 8 - 15% discount - http://www.mibo-lens.hr 

Casa Espanola Outlet – Petrinjska 79 Zagreb – 10% discount - http://www.casaespanola.eu/  

Royal Professional Hairdressers - Gunduliceva 5 - 10% discount - 01 4831512  

DISCOUNTS FOR IWCZ MEMBERS

Soul&Body retreat in Lovran/Opatija - 10% discount for all direct bookings
https://www.bookyogaretreats.com/livelovelaughretreat/5-days-meditation-and-yoga-retreat-in-lovran-croatia
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 nancially by the publication of ads, the IWCZ does not endorse the products or 
services advertised.
All ads must be submitted to newsletter@iwcz.hr with the relevant OIB number and invoice details.
All non-IWCZ events will be re-formatted according to design needs. All non-IWCZ events publicized with own 
logo and wording will be considered an ad and therefore subject to the advertising policy.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Text only
0 - 50 words 50,00 Kn

51 - 100 words 100,00 Kn
101 - 150 words 150,00 Kn
151 - 200 words 200,00 Kn

  ce hours or via bank transfer. Please contact the 
IWCZ via email to arrange payments and invoices.

Bank Transfer Info:
    MEDJUNARODNI KLUB ZENA
    Kneza Borne 2 - Zagreb

IBAN number:   HR7823400091110445513
PBZ account number:  2340009-1110445513

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY THE LAST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
 rmation has been received..

IWCZ members are entitled to a 50% discount for their own advertisements. This does not apply to friends/
connections of IWCZ members!

ADVERTISING POLICY

Graphic Business Ad
1/3 page 300,00 Kn
1/2 page 400,00 Kn
Full page 600,00 Kn



A professor  a piano mentor   with years of experience and recognized career achie-
vements, would like to share her knowledge and skills with the children and students 
of all ages who have always wanted to learn how to play the piano. 

I can help: children who struggle with mastering the content in the music school, 
high-school students preparing for enrollment at the music school, university stu-
dents preparing for enrollment at the Academy of Music (entrance exam for any 
department), and adults with recreational piano lessons.
For more information, feel free to contact me at 091/505-4049.




