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Upcoming General Meeting  - 11th of December 2019 
Sheraton Hotel - Ballroom B - 10:00 am

Dear members,

The IWCZ will be closed for the holiday season after the December General 
Meeting. Office hours will resume on January 13th.
Take note and mark your calendars because the first IWCZ General Meeting 
of 2020 will take place on January 14th!
We wish you all a wonderful and magical holiday season.

IWCZ Executive Board

Happy holidays
May the holiday season fill your home with joy, your heart with love, and your life with 

laughter. May it be all wrapped up with cheer and packed with sparkling celebrations 

for the new year.
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It’s the most wonderful time of 
the year. For a few weeks every 
year the world takes on a magical 
glow, people seem merrier and even 
winter makes you feel warm and 
content.

Whether you’re celebrating a 
religious festival, like Hanukkah 
kwanza or Christmas, or a more 
secular occasion, you’re sure to 
have your own selection of rituals 
or customs that make the holiday 
season so special. Christmas cele-
brated around the world is fascinat-
ing to witness.

I have had the pleasure of cele-
brating Christmases in almost all of 
the continents 

Spending the holidays in unfa-
miliar surroundings can be a very 
different experience. But it can also 
be an excellent opportunity to learn.

As a child growing up in the tropics 
Christmas was not celebrated by my 
family so , I felt i was missing out on 
the magical holiday that I have only 
witnessed on television, with the 
Christmas tree packed with dozens 
of Presents under waiting to opened 
and a great big table heaving with 
delicious food.

This was the one thing I wished to 
experience, a Christmas Day from 
the movies.

I vowed one day when we have 
a family of my own, I will have the 
perfect Christmas every year

Finally, I have my perfect family 
but, and I am still chasing that 
prefect Christmas Day I always 

envisaged. My first Christmas as a 
mother and living in the Uk meant 
that i was going to go big or go home. 
Naturally I went overboard.

I got the biggest Christmas tree in 
the shop only to find out it was too 
big to fit in our living room.

Let’s not forget those shiny 
presents under the Christmas tree 
that have tantalized me for years, 
our 5- month-old Ivano at that time 
had 5 neatly wrapped presents with 
prefect red bows and matching 
hand-crafted gift tags ...

Of course, that table with all the 
lovely looking food took methodi-
cal planning and pain staking hours 
of prepping, then my Christmas 
came and everything that could go 
wrong went wrong from food disas-
ter to my lunch guests being at each 
other’s throats.

And as my children grew in age so 
did my obsession with the perfect 
Christmas, much to horror of my 
family.

I reckon my husband ran out 
of patient with me and my weird 
Christmas from the movies obses-
sion that he started planning our 
winter holidays during the Christ-
mas week, apparently I behave as 
though the queen is coming to my 
house for Christmas and he can’t 
possibly deal with that kind of pres-
sure as I go into drill sergeant mode .

So over the last 13 years, my 
family and I pack our bags and head 
out into the world come Christmas 
week. Having spent Christmas now 
in several different countries the 

one thing that is visible in every 
culture is the spirit of the holiday 
season, the power it has to unite 
people, how generous and accept-
ing we are of each other.

I have come to the realisation 
about that elusive TV Christmas 
image will never materialise and 
I was chasing an image that sold 
happiness and contentment when 
I had it all long , with my family, 
unconditionally love !!! ♥

Where ever we might be on the 
25th of December it would be magi-
cal because we would be together 
and for me that’s home.

My family is my home ...  

LETTER FROM THE BOARD
Nikki Pavlina
Social Media Coordinator
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ABOUT THE ISTENIČ FAMILY 

DECEMBER 11TH  GM
10:00 to 12:00

Welcome and Registration
10:00 – 10:30

Board Announcements
Christmas Bazaar & Charity

10:30 – 10:45

Barbara Istenić Champagne 
10:45 - 11:00

Cynthia Hansel-Bakić 
Christmas Carols

11:00 – 11:20 

  Regular Club Activities
11:15 - 12:00

The Istenič family vineyards is locat-
ed in Stara vasa in Bizeljsko, right next 
to the Croatian border. The landscape 
in Stara Vas na Bizeljsko is tranquil 
and idyllic, rolling hills on all sides with 
vineyards soaking up the sun for many 
hours each day.

The Istenič family was the first private 
producer of sparkling wine in 1968 in 
former Yugoslavia. They were the first 
to make wine according to the classical 
method. The sparkling wine was named 
“Barbara”, for their daughter, who was 

born in that same year.
This was the first privately produced 

sparkling wine in all of Slovenia. With 
the help of top level culinary experts, 
the family has linked the sparkling 
wines and wines with gastronomy, 
which is why their proprietary balsamic 
vinegar came into production.

Villa Istenič is a breathtakingly beau-
tiful manor dating from 1740. Rooms 
and suites may be rented for wine tour-
ism.

Cynthia Hansell Bakić is an American Soprano Singer, Academic 
Professor & Opera Diva of the Croatian National Theater in Split. 
She graduated with Bachelor of Arts in New England Conservatory 
of Music in Boston, Massachusets. In 1971, received a scholarship 
to further her studies in Austria, specializing in LIED at Mozarteum 
in Salzburg. The same year she joined the Opera of the National 
Theater of Split.
Cynthia Hansell-Bakić has received many awards for her lifetime 
achievements, most importantly she was awarded the highest 
Medal of Honor given by the President of the Republic of Croatia, the 
“ORDER of DANICA CROATIA-MARKO MARULIĆ for OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION IN CROATIAN CULTURE”.

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING

ABOUT CYNTHIA HANSELL BAKIĆ 
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The IWCZ has a variety of social activity groups and meetings that are both fun and interesting. Trips, tours, and 
museum visits are also quite popular among our members but while those are organized on a monthly basis, the 
social activity groups are usually a weekly occasion. 
Sign-up sheets will be made available at the GM.
A more detailed and frequently updated list of the activities and contact information is distributed to all members 
via the IWCZ weekly bulletin. 

With the holiday season upon us, the IWCZ will reconvene in January for more IWCZ activities. Regarding the weekly 
activities, please contact the group leaders to know if the groups will continue meeting during the holidays.

We look forward to seeing you in 2020 for more exciting and fun outings. Until then, please do enjoy the Zagreb 
advent!
The sound of Christmas bells, the scent of gingerbread, mulled wine and various other delicacies... Just forget 
everything and enjoy all these wonderful things! During the Advent season, Zagreb offers a variety of events that 
will satisfy even the most demanding visitors. Plenty of fun, excellent food, unique events, art, but also a genuine 
Christmas atmosphere, await you on the streets of Croatia’s capital. Don’t wait for Santa sitting by your fireplace, 
find him in the city! Make sure you polish your boots before you go because we have in store for you a number of 
pleasant surprises, including the musical program which will make you want to dance all night long!

Ready, set... Advent in Zagreb!
For more information, please visit the Zagreb Advent official website:  https://www.adventzagreb.hr/?lang=en

ACTIVITIES

This class will cover the basics of using homeopathy 
to address minor acute traumas, accidents and sports 
injuries.

Attendees will learn the main characteristics of an 
ailment and how to match them to an appropriate 
remedy, the potency and dosing. They will become 
familiar with effective remedies for bruises, strains, 

sprains, cuts, wounds, burns, insect bites and poison 
ivy. Different homeopathic first aid remedy kit options 
will be presented.

When:   December 12th
Where:   IWCZ Office @ Sheraton
Time:   10:00 a.m.
Price:   Free of charge

Homeopathy

December Workshop - First Aid Remedies
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CHARITY LUNCH
by Greta Urman

On 21st of November charity event took place at a 
loveliest, coziest and light-filled nest of our long-time 
member Nela Sert Concolato.  We were surrounded by 
the all-white ambiance which was magical. Maybe this 
was one of the “secret weapons” of the event. White 
has the power you do not even realize. White is like this 
special secret serviceman doing his job without you even 
realizing it. Painting a space white makes you notice the 
light coming in through the windows and the people in 
the space. And the event was filled with light! It opened 
our hearts and let us do some good.

We started out the event with a glass of bubbly and 
moved from there straight into mingling. Later we were 
served up an unforgettable culinary treat listening to 
beautiful chansons. We all enjoyed a delicious French 
gourmet 5-course lunch accompanied by French wine 
and nice talks. 

But phenomenal food, magical ambiance, and incred-
ible company were just added to the main motive. The 
star of the event was the good cause we all came to 
support. 

This time all collected money was donated to the 
non-profit association “Korak dalje”, in Daruvar. Since 
the establishment in 2001, the center offers daycare 
to mentally challenged people. Today they host 54  
members (18 grown-ups, 17  children). Their aim is to 
provide their members with fuller life experience; there-
fore they offer a wide range of activities, such as social 
and psychological counseling, music therapy, singing, 
cultural activities, cooking, art lessons, horse riding 
lessons, sport, etc. Also, their aim is to help people with 
mental challenges to learn how better to manage in 
everyday life by themselves.  One of the wishes of this 
organization is to be able to broaden the mind of soci-

It has been a kind of tradition to start our Charity report by thanking our members for  hosting an event; therefore 
a huge MERCI to Nela Sert Concolato and her husband Jean Claude Concolato for preparing an unforgettable French 
lunch. And a big hug to all of their helpers!

Between two meetings we managed to donate a car load of things for the safe house in Karlovac. Thank you to 
all involved! 

The Executive board unanimously voted to donated 500 kuna to the “Za osmjeh djeteta’ association from Osijek, 
which provides the poorest children in the region with the Christmas gifts. We have a nice, trusting relationship with 
this NGO, and have been supporting them in the past.

We also organized the Secret Santa for 20 children from the orphanage homes and safe houses out of Zagreb. 
The first time when we saw the list, we could not believe how incredible modest those children are. I believe all of 
us who participate went far and beyond  to make a special gift for this amazing children.

So, instead of a traditional holiday greetings, let me finish this report with inspiring words of a wise man:

”We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 
- Winston Churchill

CHARITY CORNER
Renata Bačanek
Charity Coordinator

NOVEMBER IN REVIEW
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ety to accept these differences in people who truly enjoy 
their life. We understood that this is a hell of a job to 
support and educate people with mental challenges. 
We did not joust loudly applauded with our support for 
all the good the center has done so far but managed to 
raise 4.500 kn. for them. It will be a support to the center 
to continue their member gatherings and development 
projects. 

We thank all of our guests’ ladies and our dearest 
Nela for a wonderful and magical happening and we 
are already looking forward to our next successful event 
for a good cause!!!
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GENERAL MEETING
November
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
REPORT 

from the  Christmas Bazaar coordinators

We are very proud to announce that the total results of money 

earned from the Christmas Bazaar amount to:

306,148.23 kuna

 A big thank you to all Members who worked so hard to ensure 

that this year’s IWCZ 26th Christmas Bazaar was a big success. 

The Association Mali Zmaj were impressed by the enthusiasm 

of all involved and by the vast amount of people that visited the 

Bazaar.  ‘We didn’t expect such a turnout’ to quote their words.

 The festive and merry atmosphere was great fun and we really 

felt that the participating countries really went out of their way to 

support the event and were very creative with new ideas which 

were present this year at the Bazaar.  The variety of food, hand-

made crafts, unique and special items from the countries was 

amazing. 

 The Bazaar was officially opened by IWCZ President Jenner Pešut, 

who gave a welcome and thank you to sponsors speech, followed 

by the representative of Mayor Bandić, Mrs Nela Jurić.  We are 

very grateful to Grad Zagreb for being the main sponsors of the 

Christmas Bazaar for the fifth year in a row.  Velesajam’s Direc-

tor Mrs Dina Tomsić also gave a welcome address, as one of the 

supporting sponsors.

 The Croatian National Theatre opened the stage performances 

with opera singer Valentina Fiačko performing a part of Madame 

Butterfly, the crowd were extremely enthusiastic and it was an 

honour to have such a high calibre performer at the event.  The 

stage was full of exciting performances throughout the day, 

performances by: Croatia, Ukraine, India, Serbia, Japan, Bright 

Horizons, Macedonia,Spain and Sve za Nju kept the crowd enter-

tained with colour, voice and songs.

The event was also filmed live by HRT.

A special thank you to:

• Anamarija Rukavina – Wine corner

• Barbara Lukac – Raffle

• Ana Istaković and Miljenka  Bolf Krklec – Croatian Table

• Maja Heruc - Tombola

• Mirna Bogdan – IWCZ Table

• Renata Bacanek-  Books and Charity Co-ordinator includ-

ing Charity Tables

• Gabriella Schoissengeier– Vintage Table

• Mirna Bogdan and Elisa Martinez – Assisting with the set 

up of pavilion

• Selnur Yelen – Financial / money control

• Oksana Culjat  and Romana Petrusic– Performances

• Nikki Pavlina – Social Media

• Ana  Mutak & Morana  Petricevic - PR

• Members who helped with raffle, tombola and all kinds 

of donations.

• Father Christmas and his reindeer – Don Markusevic and 

Nikki Wilson

and a special thanks to our money collectors who did a fantastic 

job.

The event really is a unique Club event and we are grateful and 

thankful to Members for their support, enthusiasm and moti-

vation. 

 A big congratulations to Italy and Croatia for the outstanding 

results and achieving first and second place for country earn-

ings,  and also to raffle, wine corner (third and fourth place)  and 

to all other countries as most of their results was higher than 

previous years.

The table of earnings is displayed hereunder in descending order.  

The Christmas Bazaar account will be closed within the month 

and the funds will be transferred to the Association Mali Zmaj.  A 

financial report will be sent to Members and participating coun-

tries once this is finalised.  Also all documentation will as always 

be filed with Grad Zagreb for follow up and full transparency.

We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

 Johanna Petreski & Suarna Ramadanović
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR EARNINGS 
  

Italy 39.785,00 
Croatia 29.854,03 
Raffle 24.992,00 
Wine Corner 20.925,00 
Japan 17.770,00 
Czech Republok 12.474,00 
People's Republic of China 11.168,00 
Sweden 10.910,00 
Republic of Korea 9.010,00 
Republic of Lithuania 8.290,00 
Hungary 7.970,00 
Belgium 7.680,00 
Hellenic Republic 7.220,00 
Vendors 6.609,00 
Russian Federation 6.600,00 
Spain 6.550,00 
Bosnia and Hercegovina 6.011,00 
Republic of Bulgaria 5.950,00 
Republic of India 5.570,00 
Republic of Kosovo + Drita 5.410,00 
Tombola 5.327,20 
Ladies Council of Islamic center 4.800,00 
Republic of Turkey 4.631,00 
Book table 3.800,00 
Portugal 3.596,00 
Armenia 3.553,20 
IWCZ 3.452,00 
Republic of Serbia 3.400,00 
Republic of North Macedonia 2.743,20 
Vintage 2.465,00 
SCAN Project doo 2.000,00 
Ukraine 1.950,00 
Julius Meinl 1.916,00 
Chile 1.730,00 
Syrian Arab Republic 1.475,00 
Morocco 1.290,00 
Kazakhstan 1.245,00 
OPG Matulic 1.200,00 
ETAL doo 1.000,00 
Venezuela 900,00 
Member donation 800,00 
Bright Horizons – International British School of Zagreb 796,60 
Arabic Women's Club 750,00 
American International School of Zagreb 580,00 
Total HRK 306.148,23 

   

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
EARNINGS
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR RAFFLE
WINNING TICKETS

Please find below the list of raffle prizes and their respective winning raffle numbers. Should you be one of our 
lucky winners, please come to the IWCZ office to collect your prize! Please note that the office will be closed during 
the holiday season, with office hours resuming as of January 13th. 

Item no Prize Raffle no

1  Croatia Airlines - 2 roundtrip international tickets      541
2  Turkish Airlines - roundtrip ticket Zagreb-Istanbul 3425
3  Instituto de Espanol - Spanish language course study in Spain 859
4  Pervanova - 4 persons for 3 nights in 2 bedroom apartment in Dubrovnik  3665
5  Berlitz - language course 669
6  Sheraton Zagreb Hotel - 2 persons for 2 nights with breakfast 2696
7  ART Rasvjeta –  PHILIPS Hue starter package  670
8  Dharma - Institut for beauty - Med Visage antiage treatment 3853
9  Dharma - Institut for beauty - Med Visage antiage treatment 3766
10  Alina Gishyan - handmade ornamental plate  2271
11  Hotel Bitoraj Fužine - 2 persons for 2 nights with breakfast 3118
12  Roses Outlet - gift certificate 910
13  Roses Outlet - gift certificate 1527
14  Canopy by Hilton Zagreb  - 2 persons for 1 night  with breakfast 202
15  Drezga  - McCulloch trimmer 3076
16  Korta Katarina Winery - personalized tour & wine tasting with expert guide for 4 persons 884
17  Saffron Winery - personalized tour and wine tasting with expert guide for 4 persons 3803
18  Watch Center - Guess lady’s watch 2327
19  Watch center - Nautica gentleman’s watch 3308
20  FOREO - LUNA mini 3 facial brush 3828
21  FOREO - ISSA 2 electric toothbrush 3964
22  San Vita Center for Homeopathy - 2 hour homeopathic consultation 48
23  Chromos Agro - 1 box of Quercus Croatian sparkling wine and  1 box of Posip Cara wine 633
24  Chromos Agro - I box of Quercus Croatian sparkling wine and 1 box Ponos wine 3201
25  Chromos Agro - 1 box of Ponos wine  1830
26  Nirvana - ‘Ayu Relax’ sauna for 2 persons 3079
27  Nirvana - ‘Peace of Mind’ body treatment 1494
28  Zigante - specialty basket 785
29  BTA Group - Primeclass salon voucher for Zagreb airport 1528
30  BTA Group - Primeclass salon voucher for Zagreb airport 2783
31  BTA Group - Primeclass salon voucher for Zagreb airport 1474
32  BTA Group - Primeclass salon voucher for Zagreb airport 3660
33  BTA Group - Primeclass salon voucher for Zagreb airport 1482
34  Detox for Life - antiage cream and detox for body 584
35  Davor Hair & Soul salon - gift certificate  220
36  M Centar - Thai full body massage 1501
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Mali Zmaj (Little Dragon in English) is a non-profit and 
voluntary association that is not funded by neither the 
city or the state, and depends 100% on donations from 
private individuals and companies, as well as the results 
of tenders to which they apply for their programs and 
projects. 

It focuses on improving the quality of life for poor or 
indigent children. With their headquarters in Zagreb, 
they help poor families and children throughout Croa-
tia for the past 10 years. Mali Zmaj has about 30 volun-
teers engaged on a monthly bases and 56 volunteers 
with volunteer contracts for 2019. Mali Zmaj is currently 
helping 150 families, and around 350 children in total. 
Two thirds of users live outside of Zagreb and receive 
aid by post.

Besides helping these families, Mali Zmaj is helping 
around 160 children that are either in foster care or safe 
houses.

Mali Zmaj is frequently organizing special projects 
and activities: birthday presents for the children, weekly 
workshops and playdates - sport and recreational activi-
ties, dance workshops, creative workshops, music work-
shops for the youngest, reading sessions, small puppet 
theatre performances and similar activities -, as well as 
helping parents by organizing free psychological and 
legal help if needed. 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
BENEFICIARY

37  Thule - backpack  116
38  ART Rasvjeta - PHILIPS table lamp 3277
39  Grundig - KM 6330 coffee machine and HM 5040 hand mixer  3078
40  Grundig - VCH 6130 handheld vacuum cleaner and HS 5630 ionic hair styler  2785
41  Grundig - WK 7280G water kettle 1102
42  T-Com – woman’s and men’s jumper 3762
43  T-Com – woman’s and men’s jumper 3344
44  T-Com – woman’s and men’s jumper 3102
45  Jewelry Bashota - silver Licitar heart pendant and silver chain   2331
46  Jewelry Bashota - silver Licitar horse pendant and silver chain 3663
47  Zagreb Philharmonic Orchestra - 2 tickets for the Philharmonic Ball 1290
48  T-Com – duffle bag and travel cup 1293
49  T-Com – duffle bag and travel cup 1511
50  T-Com – duffle bag and travel cup 3662
51  Comma - faux fur shawl 3971
52  Miro Raić Golf Master Center - 1 individual golf lesson 1065
53  Miro Raić Golf Master Center - 1 individual golf lesson 1680
54  S. Oliver - hand bag 200
55  S. Oliver - hand bag 260
56  Embassy of Lithuania - specialty basket  259
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While the Club is supported financially by the publication of ads, the IWCZ does not endorse the products or services advertised.
• All ads must be submitted to newsletter@iwcz.hr with the relevant OIB number and invoice details.
• All non-IWCZ events will be re-formatted according to design needs.
• All non-IWCZ events publicized with own logo and wording will be considered an ad and therefore subject to the adver-

tising policy.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Graphic Business Ad
1/3 page 300,00 Kn
1/2 page 400,00 Kn
Full page 600,00 Kn

ADVERTISING POLICY

Text only
0 - 50 words 50,00 Kn
51 - 100 words 100,00 Kn
101 - 150 words 150,00 Kn
151 - 200 words 200,00 Kn

Payments can be submitted in person in cash during IWCZ 
office hours or via bank transfer.  Please contact the IWCZ via 
email to arrange payments and invoices.

Bank Transfer Info:
   MEDJUNARODNI KLUB ZENA
   Kneza Borne 2 - Zagreb
IBAN number:   HR7823400091110445513
PBZ account number:  2340009-1110445513

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY THE LAST FRIDAY OF EACH 
MONTH
ADS WILL NOT BE INSERTED IN THE NEWSLETTER UNLESS 
PAYMENT CONFIRMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED.

IWCZ members are entitled to a 50% discount for their own 
advertisements. This does not apply to friends/connections of 
IWCZ members!



Mobile: (095) 451 5268

Office Hours:
Mondays 10:00 - 12:00

International Women’s Club Zagreb

Sheraton Hotel

Room 696

Kneza Borne 2

10000 Zagreb

newsletter@iwcz.hr

Address

Get in Touch

The IWCZ Newsletter is published from 

September to June and is distributed to 

all members via email the Sunday before 

the monthly General Meeting, as well as 

being made available in print format at 

the General Meeting. 

The newsletter typically includes regular 

updates and information on activities, 

events, and charitable initiatives.

All content to be added to the newslet-

ter must be sent  by the last Friday of 

the month. Any content received after 

the deadline might not be included in 

the newsletter. 

Photographs from the IWCZ members 

are always welcome, especially of club 

related activities and trips, local get 

togethers, as well as photos of our 

monthly general meetings. Should you 

have photographs you would like to see 

included in the Newsletter, website and/

or Facebook page, please get in touch 

via email (newsletter@iwcz.hr) attach-

ing your photographs to your message.

www.iwcz.hr

The IWCZ is an Association set up specif-

ically to provide support and assistance 

to women who come to live in Croatia.

Our membership represents an impor-

tant part  of  the foreign community in 

Zagreb and includes women of many 

nationalities who are in Croatia for 

professional or personal/family reasons, 

temporary or for an indefinite period.  

IWCZ statutes allows for 25 per cent of 

Croatian membership.  The Associa-

tion is very active and has an open door 

policy at monthly general meetings for 

new prospective members to come and 

meet for the first time.

Executive Board 2019/2020About the 
IWCZ President

Jenner Pešut 
president@iwcz.hr

Vice-President
Karine Karibian-Filipović

vicepresident@iwcz.hr

Secretary
Stela Bermema 

info@iwcz.hr

Treasurer
Selnur Yelen 

treasurer@iwcz.hr

Activities Coordinator
Marina Raškaj 

activities@iwcz.hr

Charity Coordinator
Renata Bačanek 

charity@iwcz.hr

Social Media Coordinator
Nikki Pavlina 

socialmedia@iwcz.hr

Newsletter Editor
Viorica Matos

newsletter@iwcz.hr

Membership Coordinators
Viktória Ivett Varga-Pálfi
Amina Nagaria

membership@iwcz.hr

www.facebook.com/iwczagreb @iwc_z


